The  Crowd in  Peace and War

crowd, and, in consequence of co-operating against it, they
may come to value one another, so long as that co-opera-
tion lasts; but that is all. They cannot love one another
as men love. The power of mutually loving does not re-
side in crowds. Conceive, if you can, of a crowd that was
"meek and lowly of heart," and of one that "turned its
"back to the smiter." It is needless to multiply illustra-
tions. Would it have been possible for the Sermon on
the Mount to be delivered to the sovereigns of a number of
countries, not as individuals but as kings? It would have
had no application to their circumstances. As individuals
they could singly, of course, have been thus addressed,
but not as the executive officers of peoples, acting on the
advice of responsible ministers, themselves the expression
of the emotion of their crowds.

"Come unto me all ye that are weary and heavy laden
"and I will give you rest," said Christ. The words
would be meaningless addressed to a social organism.
Christianity is concerned not only with the present but
with the future life of men. It offers them salvation or
damnation in a world to come. What world to come can
there be for the Roman Empire? Christianity has noth-
ing to offer to crowds, which have no soul to be saved, no
world to come to expect, and which look not to a future
life but to a long life on earth, exceeding manyfold the
life-time of a generation.

The only kind of religion possible to a nation is one of
the type of the ancient pagan national religions, in which
the nation worshipped itself in a deified form. Con-
ceivably all the crowds in the world might be united in a
collective worship of humanity, and that may even some
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